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         "A People of God, A Place for His People"



June 2, 2011
Dear Parents,

Thank you for choosing to educate your children at St. John the Baptist Catholic School for the 2011-2012 school year.  Providing an educational program which meets both the spiritual and academic needs of our students requires great sacrifice and involvement on the part of all SJB parents, parishioners and staff members who are committed to Catholic education.   The projected expense budget for grades K-8 for 2011-2012 is approximately $690,000.  Based upon anticipated enrollment, the cost to educate one child is $5,200.   
We have evaluated tuition rates for the coming year in light of current economic conditions affecting both our families and our parish, along with the recommendation from the Archdiocese for school costs subsidized by the parish to not exceed 30% and have set the tuition rates as noted on the attached Tuition Covenant.
The spiritual and moral development of our students is our first priority, and the practice of our Catholic faith begins at home.  As Catholics we are called to stewardship, a commitment to Christ-centered rather than self-centered living, hence, giving back to God in gratitude for the gifts he has bestowed upon us and for the love that is Jesus.  As stewards of God’s church, we are called to share our time, talent and treasure.  We are called to regular Sunday Mass attendance to celebrate the good news of Christ, to take an active part in the service to the parish and to contribute resources in support of the mission of St. John the Baptist Church.  St. John the Baptist School is not a private school, it is a Catholic Parish School which relies upon the stewardship of all its members.
Active parish school families receive tuition at the Parishioner rate, which is less than the actual cost to educate each child.  The parish subsidizes the school tuition for the remaining amount.  To qualify for the parishioner rate, families must be contributing members who, at a minimum, regularly attend Mass and contribute to the parish, through their treasure, time and talent.  Your stewardship is more important than ever as the 2011-2012 parish budget reflects a shortfall of approximately $34,000 by the parish in funding its 30% subsidy to the school as noted above.  This is due in part to the new programs that we have added over the past few years.   It is our belief that these programs are essential to the spiritual life and growth of our parish, especially our youth, and therefore, we need to seek out other avenues to cover the expenses.  Our recent stewardship campaign has helped to reduce the overall deficit but we are not yet at a point of being able to cover all expenses.
Increasing school enrollment would certainly help to reduce the overall operating costs for the parish and school.  We encourage you to reach out to your neighbors and friends to encourage them to consider St. John the Baptist for their children’s educational needs.  We are offering a $250 tuition credit to new families coming into the school.  This is in addition to any discounts that may also be taken based upon the payment option selected. 
We will again be offering the FACTS Tuition Payment Plan as an option for paying your child’s school tuition.  For those of you who are unaware of the program, FACTS is an automated payment system in which parents pay an enrollment fee and then pre-authorize FACTS to transfer funds automatically from their bank account or credit card company to the school on the installment payment dates.  It is important to note that the FACTS Management Company and St. John the Baptist Parish & Catholic School never have any direct access to your account.  The automatic payment process is strictly controlled by banking regulations to be absolutely confidential and limited to what has been authorized.  Please read the enclosed FACTS brochure for complete details.
As in the past, we continue to offer you several choices when deciding how and when you would prefer to pay your tuition.  These options are detailed on the backside of the Tuition Covenant.
Our MAGS (Merchant & Grocers Scrip) Program is an excellent way to help offset the cost of school tuition.  With MAGS you simply purchase gift cards from St. John’s and use them at the store instead of cash.  MAGS gives you 50% of the merchant discount to apply towards tuition and the other 50% goes to the parish general fund.  MAGS gives you the opportunity to help reduce the cost of your child’s education, while at the same time supporting your parish at no additional cost to you!  This program has the potential to be quite lucrative and has been severely underutilized since its introduction at our parish.  It’s not just for gift giving...we all need to buy groceries, put gas in the car, purchase clothing, go out to eat, etc.   Why not make some money to help defray the cost of your tuition in the process?  It’s a sleeping giant!   Please see the attached MAGS program description and a list of vendors who participate along with merchant discounts.

Enclosed you will find the 2011/2012 Tuition Covenant which includes the tuition rates for the upcoming school year.  Please read over it carefully and return it by June 15, 2011.  It is very important that we receive the completed Tuition Covenant back along with the parent(s) signatures.  Every family must have a Tuition Covenant on file at the Parish Office.  Please do not hesitate to call should you have any questions.

We are aware that current economic conditions have placed financial challenges on some of the families within our parish community.  As in the past, we encourage families who may need financial assistance to contact us to arrange for a confidential meeting with me or our Business Manager.  We will work through the challenges together.

Thank you for choosing St. John the Baptist for your child’s Catholic education and allowing us the opportunity to serve your family in the spiritual, academic and social development of your children.  Together we are dedicated to your children and to the Christ-centered vision of our school.

God’s blessings,

Rev. Raymond  Diesbourg, MSC
Pastor
cc:  Kathleen Doughty, Business Manager

       Martha Ann Gannon, Tuition Coordinator

       Vivian Zimmerman, Principal  

Attachments:  Tuition Covenant


          FACTS Tuition Payment Plan


          MAGS Program Materials
St. John the Baptist Parish


& Catholic School


4050 Durham Road


Ottsville, PA 18942


Ph.: 610-847-5521     Fax: 610-847-5522


www.stjohnsottsville.org


     








ADMINISTERED BY THE MISSIONARIES OF THE SACRED HEART – M.S.C.


