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February 17th marks the start of Lent this year on Ash Wednesday.  Lent is our season of repentance and preparation for Easter.  Christians have trod this road of pilgrimage for over 2,000 years…why?
Moses spent 40 days in prayer and penitence before daring to ascend a sacred mountaintop…Jesus honored the same 40 day period of preparation…he spent 40 days in the desert before beginning his mission.  Over these next 40 days of Lent, we are called to do the same.  We are reminded in this year’s Ash Wednesday’s First Reading of the need to retreat as the Prophet Joel tells us:  ”Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning…Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God.”  In the second reading, St. Paul’s exhortation resounds this message:  “We implore you, in Christ’s name:  be reconciled to God! ... Now is the acceptable time!  Now is the day of salvation!”    The priest marks us with ashes in the sign of our faith…”Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.”  (Mark 1:15)
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[image: image5.bmp]The temptations Christ faced in the desert are the same temptations we face today…we were all born with original sin…baptism freed us from that sin, but we are still inclined to sin.  What do we need to do to live up to our baptismal calling?  A great place to start is to make an inward reflection and examination of conscience.  Maybe instead of giving up candy or something else we like for Lent, we can try to conquer one of our recurring sins…using God’s name in vain, missing Mass on Sunday, gossiping, etc.  And what better way to start than by going to confession to have a clean slate to start the Lenten season!    Let God kill your sins instead of your sins killing you!    Sin has four effects; it:  (1) Separates us from the Father; (2) kills us; (3) enslaves us; and (4) makes us unclean.  The sacrament of Reconciliation: (1) bring us into right relationship with God, (2) gives us new life, (3) sets us free and (4) makes us clean!   Wow, who wouldn’t want that?!  We put a lot of energy into our jobs to make money and our bodies to stay physically healthy, but what about our souls?  At best, we may be on this earth for 100 years, but our souls will be around forever?  Shouldn’t we be putting forth the effort and time needed to nourish our souls?  Recall the question we learned in elementary school…”Why did God make us?”  He made us “to know him, love him and serve him so we can be happy in this world and the next.”  The Great Commandment is that you are to “Love God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind…and love your neighbor as yourself.”   Being born with original sin, we can only STRIVE to do this while here on earth…the perfect love will be attained when we get to heaven!  Struggling with this because you don’t feel like God is still right there with you?  He is…he’ll always love you no matter what.  Maybe it is you who has moved…he’ll ALWAYS welcome you back…take him up on his invitation!

2/18– First Communion parent meeting – 7:00 p.m. in the church (guest speaker)
2/24- Confirmation Meeting 6:45 p.m. (Candidates AND parent must attend; sponsors welcome!).  The meeting will conclude with a special Mass for the candidates.
2/21- Jr. Youth Group EDGE Meeting (6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in school)

2/28–Confirmation Interviews 

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the school 
3/7– First Communion Theme Mass ”Eucharist is a sign of God’s waiting to welcome us.” 

3/12-3/13 – Confirmation Lock-In Retreat (7:00 p.m. Fri to 10:15 a.m. Sat)
3/20 – Communion Retreat – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the school (followed by covered dish lunch)

3/21- Jr. Youth Group EDGE Meeting
(6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in school)

3/26 – Confirmation Rehearsal 6:00 p.m.
3/27 – Confirmation 11:00 a.m. – (arrive @ 10:15 a.m. in school)
4/8 – First Holy Communion Rehearsal 
- 6:30 p.m.; start in school, end at church 
4/10 – First Holy Communion – 10:30 a.m. (arrive by 9:45 a.m. in school)


Greetings to all!

Hard to believe it but the 2nd marking period closes next week!  The teachers are working on wrapping things up to submit grades. Report cards will be sent home in early March.  Please remember to sign the report card and return it to your child’s teacher.
Our Easter Candy fundraiser is now underway!  Attached to the email with this newsletter is the information required to take orders.  Hard copies are available on request.   We earned over $800 in last year’s fundraiser and hope to increase that to over $1,000 this year!  It is an easy fundraiser…many people buy candy for Easter…this is really good candy and you can earn a credit toward your own family’s PREP tuition (this year’s or next year’s) as well as help out a family in need…what a deal!

2010/2011 Registration will take place during the last 3 weeks of PREP, beginning 4/18.  The registration flyer will be emailed a week prior to the start.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me!  
The Lord of all tenderness and mercy is waiting for you…may He bless you and be with you on your Lenten journey to Easter and beyond as we walk the path to eternity.    
 (610) 847-5522

sjbdre@epix.net
Be Christ’s hands, heart and compassionate presence in the world today.
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